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GLOBAL IRISH PARLIAMENTARIANS’ FORUM 
Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [6.20 pm]: I want to report briefly to the house about a 
recent trip I undertook to the Republic of Ireland. I was honoured and privileged to be invited by the Irish 
government to participate in the first ever Global Irish Parliamentarians’ Forum. The forum brought together 
44  parliamentarians from Australia, Scotland, England, the United States, Canada and France. The forum was an 
initiative of the Minister for Diaspora Affairs, Mr Jimmy Deenihan. The framework that informed the forum was 
based on the Irish government’s recent new policy document on Ireland’s Diaspora. 

Early in the forum we were briefed at a breakfast by the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
Mr  Charlie  Flanagan, TD, on the rapid recovery of the Irish economy, and some of the austerity measures that 
were put in place to ensure the rapid recovery of the Irish economy and that its minister was concerned to ensure 
that growth of the Irish economy was shared across the country. Ireland currently leads the Eurozone in 
economic growth. In the first three months of this year, the economy saw a 6.5 per cent growth, which I think 
members will agree is fairly outstanding. I was honoured to participate in a special session convened in the Dáil 
chamber, the House of Assembly at Leinster House. Very few foreign parliamentarians have been seated or 
spoken in the Dáil, but exceptions include President Obama and Prime Ministers Keating and Hawke. 
Hon  Kate  Doust, Hon Stephen Dawson and I were among 40 of the other participants in the forum. It was the 
highlight of the forum for me and, indeed, a great honour. 

The session was chaired by the Deputy Chairman of the Dáil, Mr Michael Kitt, TD, and was addressed by the 
Tánaiste, Ms Joan Burton and, Minister Jimmy Deenihan. The forum discussed issues relating to the 
Irish  Diaspora and prospects for interparliamentary collaboration. The forum was also briefed on the work of the 
International Fund for Ireland through a visit to a project funded by the international fund at Stephenstown Pond, 
Dundalk. I would like to thank the chair and members of the International Fund for Ireland for taking time out of 
their busy schedules to provide that briefing. I also want to say a particular thank you to Siobhan and the women 
at the cafe at Stephenstown Pond, who were very welcoming. We enjoyed their hospitality greatly. 

My program for the trip was very comprehensive and I cannot do it justice in this short time, so I would like to 
inform the house of a couple of things I undertook while there. Trade and business support issues were 
considered when I participated in a lunch hosted by Dr Ruth Adler, the Australian Ambassador to Ireland. 
I  thank her and her staff for hosting the lunch with Australian businesses in Ireland. I thank also those business 
representatives who participated in the lunch and in the discussions. They were very generous with their time, 
ideas and information. Ireland has a particularly innovative trade organisation. Members may remember that I 
have talked about that organisation in this place before. It provides support and advice to Irish businesses starting 
and operating in overseas markets. I greatly welcomed the ideas generated from that kind of model of support to 
businesses to encourage trade and growth. I think the business representatives had some fantastic ideas about 
ways in which Australian businesses overseas can be supported. 

I met with a range of representatives of people with disability, disability service providers, research and policy 
development experts and government advisers on the topics of disability access standards, local level 
participation in decision-making, accommodation for people with disability, accessible public transport and 
service provision in rural areas. Disability employment targets in the civil service and models for ministerial 
responsibility and accountability in delivering those targets was a topic I was particularly interested in as well as 
the importance and centrality of universal design to facilitate independence and inclusion of people with 
disability. Ireland has advanced national standards on universal design in the areas of service inclusion and 
customer engagement in tourism services. I was lucky enough to receive information about guidance for those 
standards. I also had extensive discussions with representatives from the government’s transport sector around 
accessible public transport issues, particularly the wheelchair-accessible taxi schemes. 

Policy and legislative frameworks and service delivery approaches in domestic violence were also a focus of my 
meetings. Ireland has stand-alone legislation on domestic violence, which was innovative at the time and is being 
updated and amended and is being undertaken in the context of Ireland’s move to the ratification of the 
Council  of Europe’s Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic 
Violence, known as the Istanbul Convention. I had discussions with service providers, parliamentary committee 
staff and legislators. Issues arising from the Houses of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and 
Equality inquiry into domestic and sexual violence were also discussed. By chance, this also included a detailed 
briefing on legislation development processes of the Houses of the Oireachtas, which was unexpected but 
incredibly valuable. I also had discussions around an area on which there is sparse policy and service delivery 
focus, in the areas of dating abuse and respectful relationship training. That is just a very simple glimpse at the 
incredible journey I had sharing information and learning from an amazing array of people. 
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It is too difficult to name individuals, but I would like particularly to thank Minister Flanagan’s staff from the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade; the Australian Ambassador and her family; the Australian Embassy 
staff; Galway City Partnership; the International Fund for Ireland; the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, 
Defence and Equality; Ability West; COPE Galway; the National Transport Authority; the Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport; the National Disability Authority; and any of the various others that I am sure I 
have missed out on thanking. I sincerely thank them for the information, time and inspiration they have provided 
me with. 
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